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Articles, manuals and websites mentioned
· NONIE - Network of Networks on Impact Evaluation - is
a grouping of around 70 development assistance organisations comprising the Evaluation Offices of the UN, the Development Banks / IFI’s and
OECD DAC bilateral and multilateral agencies, joining forces with developing country partners through regional and global evaluation associations. A website will be available in the near future.

NONIE is an important joint effort to prepare guidance and provide useful resources for impact evaluations. One of its working groups has to map and systematize different approaches to impact evaluation, highlight
appropriate methods and recommend to NONIE what approaches and methods should be used to ensure rigour and quality impact evaluation work.

NONIE depends on the vast evaluation experience and expertise from all over the world. They are seeking, in particular, good resources on impact evaluation, and examples of good practice impact evaluation case studies using mixed methods and/or in particular non-experimental methodology (another group is working on experimental/quasi-experimental approaches).
They are very interested in innovative approaches and thinking about impact evaluation. Please send any information to Zenda Ofir zenda@evalnet.co.za) and Terence Beney ( tbeney@feedbackpm.com ).
· Exit Strategy Resources - A list of resources and websites can be found at http://www.sfcg.org/programmes/ilr/resexit.doc
· ‘IDEAS, supported by UNICEF, is launching the last of a series of 3 workshops on Country Led Evaluation. Reports of previous workshops are downloadable at the CLE yahoo group web site and IDEAS web site. The workshop is facilitated by Marco Segone, Regional Chief, Monitoring & Evaluation, UNICEF Regional Office Geneva.

If you are interested in sharing your experience and knowledge on Country 
Led evaluation then you might want to consider joining our virtual workshop.

The focus of the workshop is: 

            Country-Led evaluations: current status, examples of countries’ obstacles, 
opportunities
     
Building evaluation capacities to strengthen CLE: country experiences, 
good practices, lessons learned, common problems, possible innovations
 
Country-led evaluation (CLE) is a relatively new concept, and one that reflects 
the world’s growing recognition of the importance of a nation’s self-
determination in its own development.

The field of evaluation is being reshaped by the evolving context of 
international aid, and particularly by the emerging recognition that effective 
development assistance requires that donor agencies “respect partner 
country leadership and help strengthen their capacity to exercise it.”
 
Conventional forms of evaluation, typically mandated and funded by 
development agencies, are now being challenged by emerging independent 
forms of assessment that put the recipient country in the driver’s seat. The 
rationale for CLE is clear, but the question now is how to do it. What are the 
obstacles to country-led evaluation? What needs to be done to support it?’
· Rick Davies has started a blog that will provide updated information on
translations of the MSC Guide in languages other than English, and
space for people to comment on how the translations could be improved.
You can find it at http://mscguide-translations.blogspot.com/

At present the MSC Guide has been translated into Spanish, French and Hindi. A Sinhala and Tamil translation is underway. A Bahasa Indonesian
translation has been considered and may go ahead. Some information is
also available in Russian. Links to the translations are available.

If you are aware of any other translations please post a comment about
this, on the blog, or via this email list. 
· Translations of the "Most Significant Changes" Guide - For future translations, may I suggest to you UN online volunteering website 
http://www.onlinevolunteering.org/
· Surveillance & Society is a fully peer-reviewed transdisciplinary online surveillance studies journal. http://www.surveillance-and-society.org/ 
has a new issue, Issue 4(4): Surveillance and Criminal Justice: Part 2
They also have a Call for 3rd Surveillance & Society conference InVisibilities, April 2008
· Country led evaluations: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Country_Led_Evaluation/.
The purpose of this group is to discuss, explore and exchange ideas with respect of Country led evaluations. It is intended to be a temporary group, a kind of virtual conference, for about two weeks. So far the group have discussed what it means to be country led, what things are relevant, does the country define what is to be evaluated, what is the culture of the country with respect to evaluation etc.
· Learning monitoring and evaluation:

Inter American Development Bank has this on line class


Monitoring and Evaluation of Projects

http://www.iadb.org/int/rtc/ecourses/monitoringevaluation.htm

This Monitoring and Evaluation of Projects (M&E)

course progresses from the more general to the more

specific. It begins with an introduction of terms and

concepts and the importance of M&E, and then moves to

working with the tools and techniques of planning for

M&E in projects in progressively greater detail.


MENTOR (Monitoring and Evaluation Network of Training

Online Resources)

http://www.cpc.unc.edu/measure/training/mentor


MEASURE Evaluation makes available free training

materials and tools on M&E topics for use by

researchers, program managers, trainers, policy

makers, students, and other public health

professionals.


A few more resources are listed at

http://gsociology.icaap.org/methods/training.html
· HREA.ORG, a Boston-based education and training organisation, provides research, monitoring and evaluation courses including a 15-week course on research and evaluation in the NGO sector. 
 
The link is:
 
http://learn.hrea.org/moodle/

Particular subject areas

(The number in brackets indicates the number of responses to the item)
The IKM Emergent Programme is a new, networked R&D programme trying 
to promote the importance of the selection, expression, handling and
reception of use of a range of knowledge within the international 
development sector. Its very basic initial web presence can be found on 
http://www.ikmemergent.net

Evaluating the programme will be a methodological challenge and one 
that the Programme Director will want to start discussing with the eventual evaluators as soon as possible. Initial TOR have been posted on the Open Forum of the M&E site on http://pub27.bravenet.com/forum/2241665034/
The earlier deadline for expressions of interest might be hard for anyone interested to meet, However, the main message is that anyone interested should make contact as soon as possible. (1)
Mike Powell (m.powell@pop3.poptel.org.uk)
A contributor is in the process of setting up a field monitoring system. The project will be monitoring progress made on both performance and outcome indicators. For the purpose of reporting on the findings of the monitoring missions, a monitoring report template needs to be developed. For reference purposes, would members of the group forward the templates they have used for similar situations?
Mushtaq Rahim (mushtaq.rahim@gmail.com)
An organization plans to phase out/hand over some project activities to the communities and in order to help them have ownership and sustain work they are preparing the exit strategy. Help requested in finding resources/documents/ websites for this, (1)
Kun Heng (hengkunkh@yahoo.com)
Can anyone shed light (reference materials) on M&E protocols?
Inam Ullah (deveco@gmail.com)
‘How can I get a grant to attend an M & E international conference?’
Usama El Boly (uelboly@yahoo.com)
A contributor is in the process of updating a list of electronic evaluation
resources and would appreciate any suggestions/recommendations, including list-serves. 
Vidhya Shanker (shan0133@yahoo.com)
A member is in the process of developing a format for the evaluation of training workshops. They would like to see already developed formats to make sure that everything is covered thoroughly in theirs. (1)
Mushtaq Rahim (mushtaq.rahim@gmail.com)
Request for documents or experience on how best develop and use ' sentinelle sites ' as well as 'outcome monitoring '  for monitoring purposes.  
Frederic (writofred@yahoo.com)

A framework is being developed for undertaking reviews/evaluations of the evaluation systems and practices of development NGOs and previous reviews/relevant documents of this kind are requested. The compiled list and the results could be shared with those indicating interest, as well as the final methodology and framework developed in due course.
Hanne Lund Madsen (hlundmadsen@yahoo.com)
‘One of my ongoing concerns has been the need for more transparency about aid processes. More public transparency = the potential for more "monitoring and evaluation" by the public at large, not just monitoring and evaluation by specialists like myself. 

This is why I have become involved in this project below, funded by the Guardian and Barclays Bank

Peter Walker, a reporter for the Guardian has provided the following description of the project:
----------------------------------------------------------------
Katine: it starts with a village 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/katine 

This is the website for the Guardian newspaper's new development project in northern Uganda, carried out by AMREF. 
Over three years, the newspaper and website aim to both raise money for an ambitious development programme in Katine sub-county and also carefully detail the project, successes as well as failures. Part of this will see media NGO Panos help local people have their say on what is happening.  A major part of the site is the Katine Chronicles blog (http://blogs.guardian.co.uk/katine/), where everyone involved in the project - and interested readers - can debate the issues it raises. 
----------------------------------------------------------------

I would encourage you all to visit the website, and the associated blogs, and to consider make your own postings there. The Guardian is interested in the opinions of people from outside the UK, as well as within the UK. 
And please periodically revisit the website. The project and website will be around for at least three years.

And please also post your comments about this whole idea back on the M and E NEWS email list as well. ‘(8)
Rick Davies (rick.davies@gmail.com)
‘In order to become an M & E expert what are the basics I need to start with?’ (2)
Iram Malik [irammalik75@yahoo.com]
Evaluation of a psycho social care program: a psychosocial care and support program for the tsunami survivors, was started immediately after the disaster. 
Interventions included sensitization of service providers, community 
level workers ( both govt and NGO), structured training program for 
the community level workers, sensitization of GPs working at primary 
health centre in the region. The program then went on to the next  
phase where the trained community level workers were tracking 10-20 
families in their area who required PS support. 

The program has been implemented in partnership with a premier mental 
health institution in India. 

The program has now come to an end and an evaluation is about to be initiated. Any one with relevant experience in the evaluaton of psychosocial care and support programs (as part of post disaster response) is invited to send their resume to msundararajan@careindiatn.org.  The detailed TORs can then be sent. The evaluator needs to have a working knowledge of Tamil and Telugu which are the main languages spoken in the communities where this program was implemented.
Meera Sundararajan (meera_sundararajan@yahoo.com)

Free Evaluation Resources for Developing Countries:
http://earth.prohosting.com/elecon/evaldevel/evaldevelopment.html

One key part of this ongoing project is preparing on line classes about
evaluation. Help requested preparing some of the classes. It would be welcomed if evaluators from developing countries could prepare the class material, individually or in teams, and then evaluators from anywhere could volunteer to review, either individually or in teams.
Please let Gene Shackman know if you would like to help out.

Gene Shackman (gsocialchange@yahoo.com)
A contributor is going to be involved in an M & E project in the near future which will be a short consultancy, probably 30 days. It would involve a detailed evaluation of an ongoing project and a final M & E report. What are the daily rates of consultants for such projects?
Iram Malik (irammalik75@yahoo.com)
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