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CITY HALL, CARDIFF

Monday 1st to Wednesday 3rd DECEMBER 2003
EVALUATION: STRENGTHENING ITS USEFULNESS IN POLICYMAKING AND PRACTICE

FINAL CALL FOR PAPERS

The over-arching conference theme focuses on the usefulness of evaluation in policymaking and practice. This is especially timely as the policy world is increasingly seeking to commission and utilise evaluations advocating evidence based policy.

The conference will explore a number of themes related to evidence based policy making, the usefulness of evaluation, and professional issues. We also encourage papers on the international spread of best practice in evaluation. The conference will examine ways of improving the utility, relevance, and added value of the evaluation process. Attention will also be given to the potential benefits from an integrated and learning focused evaluation framework in policy.

Key Note speakers include:

· Professor Carol Weiss, Harvard University

An international scholar renowned for her work on the utilisation of evaluation and evidence and theory based evaluation

· Robert Picciotto, World Bank

Director General of the Operations Evaluation Department from 1992-2002
· Professor Steve Martin, University of Cardiff
An expert on Best Value, Local Government and utilisation of evaluation

· Professor Ian Sanderson, Leeds Metropolitan University 
An expert on evidence based policy making and evaluation,

· Professor Sandra Nutley, University of St Andrews,
 An expert on research utilisation (ESRC Network for Evidence Based Policy).

Workshop Sessions to date include:

· Economic Evaluation Techniques

· The uses of (social) return on investment in evaluation

· Development Evaluation

· Using logic models in evaluation: a necessary tool or icing on the cake?
UKES 2003 Conference Booking Form

Please reserve one place at the UKES 2003 CONFERENCE

Please note the conditions for booking.

Use BLOCK CAPITALS or type:

Surname:




Initials:


Title:

Forename used:

Organisation:

Address:

Tel:




Fax:

Email:

Special requirements (e.g. diet/access):

UKES Member: YES/NO


Full time student: YES/NO

Payment

The enclosed payment/invoice request covers attendance at the conference for the indicated sessions:


Member
Non-Member

Student

Conference 2nd & 3rd December
£245.00   (
£295.00   (

£150.00   (
Workshop
£  50.00   (
£  75.00   (

£  30.00   (
Banquet
£  30.00   (
£  30.00   (

£  30.00   (
*Total Due



£

        £



£



□  I enclose a cheque for £            payable to The UK Evaluation Society

□  Please invoice me for *Total Due at the above address

□  Payment will be by Bank Transfer. Please contact the Conference Administrator for further information.

□  Please debit £  
from my credit card as follows:
Visa, Mastercard* (Please delete)

Expiry date of card:
_ _ / _ _ 

Account Number:  _ _ _ _ / _ _ _ _ / _ _ _ _ / _ _ _ _ 

Name, as it appears on the card:

Card billing address (often a home address):

Signed:






Date:

□  Please send a receipt

PLEASE RETURN COMPLETED FORM TO;
Fiona House 

UKES 2003 Conference Administrator

2 Cinque Ports Way, Seaford 

East Sussex, BN25 3UF
Tel: 01323 897708

Fax: 01323 897235

Email fiona.house@btopenworld.com

Conference Booking Information:

Dates:

Monday 1st December -Practitioner Workshops

Tuesday 2nd and Wednesday 3rd of December 2003 –Conference

Tuesday Evening 2nd of December -Conference Dinner will be held in the thirteenth century medieval castle in Caerphilly 

Delegate Fees


Member
Non-Member
Student

Conference 2nd & 3rd December
£245
£295
£150

Workshop
£50
£75
£30

Banquet
£30
£30
£30

Conditions and Notes of Booking

· Your name, and the name and address of your organisation should be printed IN FULL.
· Delays can often occur when forms require financial clearance from employers.  To ensure attendance, please send a copy of your booking form direct to the Conference Administrator with a copy of purchase order, and note this will be taken as a commitment to attend and your agreement to pay fees in full. 

· All delegates will receive written confirmation of their place before the Conference.  If you have not received confirmation of your place within 14 working days please phone or email the administrative office to check.  Unconfirmed delegates will not be admitted on the day. Confirmation of registration, local and travel information, map and receipt (if requested) will be sent in acknowledgement of all bookings. Additional conference materials will be available on the day.

· Telephone and email reservations are accepted. Places are confirmed on receipt of a booking form.

· ALL CANCELLATIONS MUST BE NOTIFIED IN WRITING BY POST OR FAX TO THE CONFERENCE ADMINISTRATOR by 15/11/2003

· Cancellations must be made in writing and will be subject to a 50% administrative charge. No refunds can be made within 14 days of the event. Substitute delegates will be accepted at any time.  The Society reserves the right to restrict the number of student places.

· The UKES reserves the right to change the venue and/or speakers at any time without prior notice. The right is also reserved to cancel the event, in which case a full refund will be made. The organisers will not be held responsible for pre-booked travel tickets or other expenses - purchase of appropriate insurance is advised.
· The information given on this form will be held on computer.  The UKES may on occasion pass this information to other organisations or use it to circulate material we believe to be of interest to you.  Please mark the box if you do not wish your details to be recorded in this way
□  
Membership Information:

Please contact: 

Gavin Peacock

Professional Briefings 

120 Wilton Road

London

SW1V1JZ

Bursaries

Please contact 

mary@dbsa.org 

Secretariat@IDEAS-int.org
for further information.
Display Space and Sponsorship

Please contact the Conference Administrator for further information.

Accommodation

Please contact Delegate Accommodation Booking Service (DABS) 

Email: 
dabs@cardiffconferencebureau.co.uk
Tel: 
029 2034 7827

Fax:
029 2037 7653

We invite papers under the following themes:

Theme 1: Professional Issues

Papers that address what it means to be a professional evaluator are invited on this topic. In particular those concerned with:

· the bidding and commissioning process; 

· evaluation guidelines and standards;

· the evaluation generalist/specialist;

· ethics of evaluation practice;

· training for the professional evaluator.

Theme 2: Internationalisation of Evaluation 

Papers relating to the internationalisation of evaluation and spread of best practice are invited. Methodological approaches to development evaluation are also welcomed under this theme. Suggested topics include:

· implications of IOCE and IDEAS;

· creating a supportive environment for the exchange of best practice;

· the impact of developed nations’ evaluation on evaluation in developing countries;

· methodological approaches to development evaluation.

Theme 3: Evidence and how it is used

Papers concerned with the use and role of research and evaluation are invited. Suggested topics include:

· making evaluation relevant and useful;
· using evidence;

· the use of theory;

· the interface between knowledge, evidence and policy.
Theme 4: Learning and evaluation

With a clear link to the central theme of the conference papers are invited that consider this topic in a broad range of contexts. Suggested topics include:

· involving stakeholders in evaluation; 

· developing an evaluation culture; 

· capturing & embedding learning and knowledge.

Theme 5: Evaluation by any other name

It is not always easy to determine what is and what is not evaluation.  We are interested in papers that examine this question as well as highlighting innovative methodological approaches and ways forward. Papers are invited that examine

· the difference between evaluation and related fields such as performance measurement, audit, review etc.; 
· reconfiguring evaluation in the information age;
· methodological innovations;
· cross-cutting evaluations.
Theme 6: Work in progress

Papers are invited on work in progress, particularly for new researchers and evaluators.

ROUND TABLES & SYMPOSIA

Abstracts for round tables and symposia are also invited. We particularly encourage proposals to address:

· evaluation in specific domains (community regeneration, health, the arts, etc)

· using evaluation to build capacity

· learning focused evaluation;

· epistemologies and paradigm wars in evaluation;

· other proposals for round tables are also welcomed.

WORKSHOPS – CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

There are a limited number of opportunities to present professional development workshops on the 1st of December at the venue.  Applications to present workshops are invited with the following suggested topics:

· use of statistics for evaluation;

· use of GIS in evaluation;

· designing participatory evaluations;

· successful project management;

· negotiation and consultancy skills;

Doing theory based evaluation.

Proposal Information:

Proposals of up to 200 words should be sent to the UKES Conference Administrator with the following details:

· Theme Number  

· Full Name

· Organisation/ Affiliation

· Address

· Telephone Number

· Email Address

Your proposal can be sent as an attached document to fiona.house@btopenworld.com or on disc to: 

F House, UKES Conference Administrator, 2 Cinque Ports Way, Seaford, East Sussex, BN25 3UF.

The closing date for the receipt of proposals is Monday 6th October 2003. 
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